
United Way Hastings & Prince Edward 
responded quickly to the COVID-19 health crisis 
- recognizing early on that we had a significant 
role to play in ensuring the social safety net was 
strong in our community.  In mid-March, we 
launched the COVID-19 Community Response 
Fund and partnered with P&G and a multitude of 
social service providers, to not only raise funds, 
but also product that could be distributed to 
agencies and services that needed it. 

To date, over $60,000 has been raised and more 
than $285,000 in product has been donated in 
kind. Funding and product have been rapidly 
deployed to agencies all over Hastings & Prince 
Edward Counties including diapers, wipes, 
sanitary products, and laundry soap from P&G; 
over 24 tonnes of food from Nestle and PPE from 
local businesses were distributed to food banks, 
food programs and other essential services in 
Belleville, Quinte West, 
Stirling, Madoc, Bancroft, 
Coe Hill, Tyendinaga, 
Wellington and Picton. 
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We hope that this finds you and your loved ones 
faring well; what a year 2020 is proving to be.

During times like this, It’s important to reach out 
to our neighbours, friends and family to simply 
check in, and where possible, offer help, a kind 
word, or share some good news; and that’s what 
we want to do today. 

Throughout this challenging time, we’ve looked 
for the proverbial silver linings and we have found 
many; we’ve found people that rally together in a 
time of need; we’ve found a social service sector 
that is creative and responsive to the people they 
serve; and we’ve found a business community 
that is ready and willing to provide whatever 
supports they can – we are not surprised by this 
one bit –  we live in an incredible community. 

From a new grocery shop & delivery program to 
the launch of a COVID– 19 Community Response 
Fund to partnering with the Federal Government 
to distribute funds to local agencies & services, 
your United Way has been busy doing what 
we do best – helping our community.  This is 
what you expect from us.  This is what we love 
to do and this is what we will continue to do, 
in whatever form or fashion that entails, until 
together, we come out the other side. 

We truly hope that you will call our office if you 
find yourself in need of some help; that is what 
we’re here for. 

Happy Spring! Brandi

Here’s how YOUR United Way 
is responding to increased 
community needs during 
COVID-19
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WORKING TOGETHER
We have developed and are facilitating a consortium of service providers who 

are providing food and meals in the community. 

Together we are:
• Sharing and leveraging resources across the community 
• Identifying and developing solutions to gaps in the food service system 

• Coordinating volunteers and information needs across the system
• Updating all agencies on program changes, availability, accessibility and 

problem solve together

KEEPING PEOPLE CONNECTED
We partnered with Best Buy in Belleville and donated iPads/tablets to 
Community Living Belleville, Carresant Care Marmora, Crown Ridge 
in Trenton, Bridge St Retirement in Belleville and North Hastings 
Community Integration in Bancroft to assist their residents to stay 
connected to their families.

We continue to facilitate donations in the community both in product 
and funds. To date, the following agencies have received support:

50,000+ lbs 
of food distributed 
to food banks and 
programs across 
Hastings & Prince 

Edward

• Abigail’s Learning Centre Inc.
• Belleville and Quinte West Community Health 

Centre
• Belleville Pregnancy & Family Care Services 
• Bridge St United Church
• Bridge St. Retirement
• Community Care North Hastings
• Community Development Council
• Community Living Belleville & Area
• Continuing On In Education (COED)
• Deseronto Food Bank
• Food to Share
• Gleaners Food Bank
• Grace Inn Shelter
• Heart of Hastings Hospice
• John Howard Society
• Loyalist College
• North Hastings Community Cupboard
• Picton Food Bank
• Pregnancy And Family Care Of Quinte West
• Prince Edward County Community Care 
 for Seniors Association
• Salvation Army Belleville, Trenton & Tweed
• Seniors Residence Marmora
• Sexual Assault Centre Quinte & District
• Stirling Food Bank
• The Alzheimer Society of Hastings-Prince 

Edward

• Three Oaks
• Trenton Care and Share food bank 
• Trenton Memorial Hospital
• Trenton Military Family Resource Centre
• Tyendinega/Mohawks Bay of Quinte Food 

Bank/Food Resource Centre
• VON (Victorian Order of Nurses)
• Wellington Food Bank
• North Hastings Children’s Services

 With a grant from United Way, the 
Sexual Assault Centre for Quinte & District 
provided grocery cards to our clients and their 
families. Those cards have assisted 48 people 
in our region. Our clients were so grateful and 
overwhelmed to receive these cards. They 
are all so very appreciative that they would 
be able to purchase food for their families.  
Some clients were brought to tears and it was 
very difficult not being able to embrace them 
with a big hug. Lots of kisses being blown and 
air hugs for everyone! So emotional for all 
involved!! Our heartfelt THANKS to everyone 
at the United Way!  

Sally Fremr, Sexual Assault Centre Quinte District

“

”



We are 100 % local – all of the money raised 
in our community stays in our community.  

While we are a member of United Way of Canada, our local 
United Way is autonomous – we have our own local board of 
directors comprised of people from HPE, our own charitable 
number, our own audited statement, we employ a small team 
of local people who contribute to the local economy.  All funding 
stays local to help people in this community

United Way HPE has become a leader in our community; we not only fund programs 
and services but we work alongside those agencies to collaboratively address some of 
the biggest challenges locally.  We are focused leaders and we know the opportunities 
and challenges that exist here - the social sector often turns to us to participate in or 
lead community-based initiatives that will improve the lives of people in our community.  
This has never been truer than now, during the coronavirus pandemic, and this will 
be necessary for the long months ahead as the economy restarts.  The implications of 
the COVID-19 shutdown will be felt for months, possibly years, and families who were 
vulnerable, or who were sitting on the bubble of independence may be reduced to 
vulnerability once again.  The work of United Way HPE and the agencies we fund will be 
of utmost importance.

HELPING SENIORS
United Way Hastings & Prince Edward, in partnership with the Government of Canada’s New 
Horizons for Seniors Program is increasing the capacity of organizations providing services to 
seniors across the community - $9 million in funding was announced by the Federal government  - 
those funds were distributed across Canada based on the population of seniors in each area using 
StatCan data. Our United Way received $68,000. 

United Way HPE has allocated the full $68,000, funded by the Government of Canada’s New 
Horizons for Seniors Program, across the region ensuring that every corner of HPE has increased 
capacity to care for seniors in their community.  Funding was allocated to:
• Community Care South Hastings, 
• Care North Hastings,
• Community Care Central Hastings,
• VON in Quinte West, 
• Prince Edward County Community Care for Seniors Assoc. 
• Bancroft Community Transit and United Way HPE who are 
 providing grocery delivery services to seniors in their area



Brandi Hodge
Executive Director
bhodge@unitedwayhpe.ca
55 Harriett St., Belleville ON K8P 1V6
613-962-9531

         For someone 
who has coped since 
twelve years old, I 
am somewhat taken 
back by the events 
of the past few days 
and the help you have 
extended.  I just do 
not know what or 
how to tell you my 
feelings except to 
say the biggest thank 
you ever.  I will never 
forget….

“

”- Grocery Delivery Customer

GROCERY SERVICES FOR SENIORS 
United Way HPE has partnered with Performance Sales & 
Accessories for the use of a cargo van for a three-month 
period. The graphics were donated 
by Bullet Signs and Graphics and 
the only cost to United Way 
HPE is the insurance. We’ve 
launched a grocery shop & 
delivery program for seniors 
in our area who don’t have 
friends, family or neighbours 
who can help them and are 
assisting our community 
partners like the 
CDC with getting 
fresh produce into 
the community, 
including the rural 
community.  
Do you need help 
with grocery 
shopping?  Give us a 
call.  This a free service 
and we are happy to help!  


